CITY OF CHICAGO - OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
*

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 19, 2022

CONTACT:

Mayor’s Press Office
312.744.3334
press@cityofchicago.org

HARVEST FOODS GROUP PRODUCTION FACILITY SUPPORT NEW CITY
INDUSTRIAL GROWTH AND EXPANSION
The $60 million dollar food production facility will create 50 jobs and retain 200 on
the Southwest Side

CHICAGO - Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot today announced Harvest Foods Group will
construct a food production facility in New City, creating and retaining over 250 jobs
in the INVEST South/West corridor. The $60 million food production facility will be
at a long-abandoned industrial site in New City and provide public improvements
for nearby businesses and residents.

The Harvest Food Group project at 1924 W. 46t St. will redevelop 8.3 acres of City-
owned land that has been vacant for more than 15 years. The state-of-the-art
manufacturing facility will include 220,000 square feet of food production and
storage space, as well as parking for more than 150 vehicles.

"After years of neglect behind a chain link fence, this site is finally getting the
rejuvenation it deserves," said Mayor Lightfoot. "This exciting project will reinforce
Chicago's reputation as the nation's leader in food production. It also demonstrates
Harvest Food Group's desire to continue providing employment opportunities to
Southwest Side residents and revitalizing the communities they call home."

Based on community input to mitigate commercial vehicle traffic, Harvest will
widen the 4500 and 4600 blocks of Damen Avenue at an estimated cost of $2
million; provide abundant landscaping and green spaces for public use along
Wolcott and 46t streets; and include numerous design details that are in context
with neighboring land patterns.

“We at Harvest Food Group are thrilled to remain in the City of Chicago,” said
Harvest Food Group Founder and CEO Jason E. Eckert. “This new facility will allow
us to continue to grow and add value to the lives our employees and our community.
Harvest Food Group is committed to partnering with the city to honor our core
principals of workers, family, and community.”
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Located in the Stockyards Industrial Corridor and most recently used for container
storage, the site was condemned and acquired by the City in 2006. It has been
vacant ever since, partly due to environmental conditions and access issues that
impeded its redevelopment.

“The addition of Harvest Foods to the Back of the Yards Community will have a
tremendously positive impact on many levels,” said President and CEO Craig Chico,
Back of the Yards Neighborhood Council. “First, the retention of jobs in our city
along with the creation of new jobs has obvious benefits but will provide
opportunities for local hire. Second, the architecture of this development has taken
into consideration the future neighbors of Harvest. It will eliminate an unsafe
blighted eyesore with a beautiful facility. The concern and sensitivity to the
community has been part of the approach from all involved; the Mayors Office, DPD,
CDOT, and Harvest.“

The block-long property is appraised at approximately $3.5 million. Under a
pending redevelopment agreement with the City, the land would be sold to the
developer for $1 to offset an estimated $1.5 million in environmental remediation
costs and the public improvements to Damen Avenue. Terms could be finalized this
summer.

Founded in 1999, Harvest Foods provides manufacturing, packing and distribution
services to a variety of food industry companies across the country. The new facility
will replace its current operations in Archer Heights and provide a more efficient
environment to expand and add 50 new jobs.

Other nearby projects moving forward under Mayor Lightfoot include the $73.6
million United Yards mixed-use project near Ashland and 47t streets, as well as $15
million in nearby streetscaping, both through the INVEST South/Invest initiative,
which has channeled $1.4 billion in investments into 10 underserved communities
over the past two years thanks to public and private sector partnership.
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